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President’s Message
I have been your president for a little over a year. During this time period 
we have experienced an unprecedented pandemic which has devastated 
our way of life. The Jackson Friends of the Library has been negatively 
impacted as well. However, our resilient organization was determined to 
not let the coronavirus destroy our mission to support the Jackson Library. 
Following several preliminary virtual meetings with the Ocean County 
Library Administration, Jackson Library Director, and the Friends 
Executive Board, our chapter held its first open board session on 
September 17 and have continued to meet via Zoom the third Thursday of 
most months ever since. As a result, we have approved the purchase of a 
video game display case and are planning to go forward with the 
acquisition of two chairs for the teen section. In addition, general and 
business membership efforts have resumed with some exciting initiatives 
being discussed. We are continuing to fund the very successful Take and 
Make program and obviously have resurrected this newsletter which will 
be distributed electronically and at the library. In other words, the Friends 
are back!!!

There are many challenges that lie ahead as the country safely returns to 
normalcy. The Friends are looking forward to resuming in-person 
meetings and holding fundraising events when deemed appropriate. I 
urge you to join our organization, if you have not already done so, in order 
to continue our goal of serving such a wonderful library and the Ocean 
County community. 

More information can be found on our social media:

Facebook - Jackson Friends of the Library
Twitter - @Jackson_FOL
Instagram - Jackson_FOL
Email - friendsofjacksonlibrary@gmail.com
Website - http://bit.ly/Jackson_FOL

Visit the library, bring a friend, and be a Friend!

Linda Lafer, President

Spring 2021

Join us for via Zoom for our monthly meetings on 
the 3rd Thursday of each month at 4pm.

mailto:friendsofjacksonlibrary@gmail.com
http://bit.ly/Jackson_FOL
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Membership Update
Rochelle Blum, Membership Chair
      

It takes a village to raise a child and it takes membership to maintain an organization. The Jackson Friends of the 
Library has proudly financed numerous library programs and activities as well as other needed capital 
improvements in the past. Unfortunately, all fundraising efforts have been eliminated this year due to the pandemic. 
Therefore, I thank all of our current members and business sponsors who have been helping us maintain our annual 
financial commitments through their memberships. I urge all who read this to renew your membership if you have 
not already done so. If you have not been a member, I encourage you to reach out to join and support our efforts. 
Membership is our only source of income at this time.

 

I look forward to a time when Jackson Friends can meet again, renew our excitement for programs and fundraisers, 
and welcome past and new members in a personal way. In the meantime, please stay connected with us through our 
virtual meetings held on the third Thursday of the month at 4:00 p.m. The Zoom link is emailed to members the 
day prior. Our membership application can be found online or in the library.

Jackson Clean Communities 
Program
Linda Lafer

On March 21, eight environmentally-conscious 
Jackson Friends’ members gathered on a mild, 
sunny morning to perform their civic duty, as well 
as to raise money for the organization. Equipped 
with vests, gloves, plastic garbage bags, and 
grabbers, these dedicated souls spent two hours 
picking up trash and recyclables along a one-mile 
section of Jackson. As a result of their efforts, ten 
garbage bags were filled and left by the road as 
previously instructed. In addition, $500 was 
earned through this annual grant program. What 
could be better – a cleaner neighborhood and 
more money for the Friends to spend on library 
needs! Thanks to all of the members who 
participated in this very worthy cause. 

Front: Lorraine Palme, Carol Whelan, Linda Lafer, Sherry Hecker, Paul 
Small
Back: Rochelle Blum, Ira Blum
Photographer: Dennis Lafer
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Forever Remembered Pet Crematorium & Memorial Services, LLC
Featured Business Sponsor
Rochelle Blum

Forever Remembered, located at 520 West Veterans Highway, Jackson, NJ, is one of Jackson Friends of the Library’s special 
business sponsors. I met Jen Steinman, the owner and manager of this business, almost five years ago when we had to part 
with our beloved Westie, Maggie. Jen’s business philosophy is to apply the human standard of care to the loss of a pet. “How 
can I make a difficult time easier to manage for people?” The answer to this question led her to temporarily leave the 
traditional area of funeral service and open Forever Remembered in 2012.

Respect and dignity are the cornerstones of her philosophy. Understanding that one’s grief is a very private experience, her 
services are available by appointment only. A tastefully presented chapel is available for quiet comfort and assured privacy.

I invite all who read this article to visit Forever Remembered and experience the unique look and feel Jen has so tastefully 
created. The relaxed country look is only enhanced by the sound of waterfalls, soft background music and the aroma of 
scented candles, handmade by Jen! The many soy and beeswax candles are for sale in all sizes year-round.

What did I take away from my conversation with Jen? Here are two special thoughts she shared.

“Grief is a very private experience. It belongs to you and you alone.”

“I wouldn’t be who I am today if it wasn’t for libraries.”

Thank you, Jen Steinman, for supporting us with your sponsorship, for choosing Jackson as the location for your unique 
enterprise, and for allowing me to share all of this with our community of Friends.
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Karen Powell, Jackson Library Branch Manager
Linda Lafer

The Jackson Friends of the Library are happy to officially welcome Karen Powell to our wonderful library! It is difficult to 
believe that Karen actually started with the branch approximately one year ago in March 2020, at the onset of the COVID-19 
shutdown.

Karen was raised in Toms River, New Jersey. As a young girl, she often visited both the Toms River and Island Heights Public 
Libraries. These early childhood experiences caused her to develop a deep love for reading books. Additionally, these 
memories later influenced her to pursue a Bachelor of Arts in Literature at Stockton University and a Masters in Library 
Science at Rutgers University.

Following the completion of her graduate degree, Karen worked at the Lakewood Library as a Reference Librarian and then 
was promoted to Department Head of the Young Adults Division. She continued in the capacity of Young Adults Department 
Head at Toms River before coming to the Jackson branch. Currently, Karen supervises twenty-seven staff between the Jackson 
and the Plumsted locations. She oversees all of the daily library operations including budgets, training, programs, and 
scheduling. In addition, Karen coordinates with the other Ocean County Library branches, especially in regard to educational 
initiatives. She loves the varied nature of her job responsibilities. Karen’s ambitious goals include providing productive 
activities for all ages, promoting online resources, maximizing the potential of her staff, and ensuring the best possible 
services for the patrons.

Karen has been married for thirteen years and has two sons, ages seven and nine. Despite her busy career and family life, she 
manages to find time to read, do different crafts, walk in the woods, travel to the beach, and enjoy meditation and yoga. Her 
philosophy is to be kind and find the positive in all individuals regardless of their backgrounds. The Jackson Friends are 
fortunate to have such a great partner to share the mission of improving the Jackson Library for the entire Ocean County 
community.
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Summer Teen Take & Make
Carolyn Aversano

Summer 2021 will look a bit different for Jackson teens. Like 
Summer 2020, SAIL will be virtual and we will miss having 
teen volunteers in the building for another summer. Take & 
Make and virtual programming will continue to be the norm. 
In an effort to expand on the success of Teen Take & Make 
and to take advantage of the popularity of subscription 
boxes, Teen Services Librarian, Carolyn Aversano, will be 
offering “Virtual Summer in a Box.” One hundred boxes will 
contain three Take & Makes, a suggested activity, an Ocean 
County Library (OCL),  giveaway, a suggested reading list, 
and information on OCL’s Summer Reading Program, Tails & 
Tales. Take & Make will be similar to in-person programs – 
Teen Cuisine, Sparks’s Lab STEAM projects, and arts & crafts 
projects – with all supplies included. The suggested reading 
lists will reflect the Summer Reading theme and 
complement the Take & Make and suggested activities. 
“Jackson teens should enjoy these boxes and I appreciate 
the support, both financial and moral, from the Jackson 
Friends of the Library,” says Carolyn.

Sensory Kits
Colleen Gunther

The Youth Services team began the Sensory Play Kit series in 
February 2021 with great success. Sensory  play kits are 
specially-made  for children to help them develop their 
physical and mental abilities. These kits offer a way to 
stimulate any of the five senses by using a variety of media 
including colors, textures, tastes, environments and 
movements.  The first kit in this series, Polar Plower, offered 
patrons an opportunity to improve their hand eye 
coordination and practice the pincer grasp while “plowing” the 
snow balls from our arctic village. The kit also included 
additional activities such as  assorted textures of pom-poms 
and mini erasers to sort and create patterns. Thanks to the 
generous support of the Friends of the Jackson Library, this 
series will be offered 4 times a year with a seasonal theme and 
will focus on the benefits of sensory play and early childhood 
development. To celebrate Autism Awareness Month, the 
spring box theme will be Insect Inspectors containing a 
magnifying jar, imitation insects and toy tweezers for a 
fun-filled bug hunt.

Youth Services Take & Make
Colleen Gunther

The Youth Services Team began the Take & Make program in August 
2020; Jackson YS wanted to reach their young patrons even without the 
possibility of physical programs due to the need for social distancing. 
Take & Make has given them the ability to still offer creative and fun 
programing that helps increase motor skills, introduce children to new 
cultural experiences, and bond with siblings and parents. Their crafts 
have offered a wide sweep of activities for many ages—from Mini looms 
and Make Your Own Comics kits for tweens and Valentine Cards and 
Sparkly Snowflakes for younger ages. So far, they have created and given 
out over a 1,160 craft packets, including Outdoor Scavenger Hunts, Mason 
Jar Lanterns, and numerous colorful paper crafts. Thanks to the incredible 
and generous support of the Friends of the Jackson Library, the Take & 
Make program continues to create and give away fun crafts every Friday, 
with the 25-30 packets going quickly to great success and patron 
satisfaction.  
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FIND OUT ABOUT THE FRIENDS!
Website: bit.ly/Jackson_FOL.com
Email: FriendsOfJacksonLibrary@gmail.com
Facebook: @JacksonBranchFriendsoftheLibrary
Twitter: @Jackson_FOL
Meetings: 3rd Thursday of each month via Zoom at 4pm
Address: Jackson Friends of the Library

2 Jackson Drive, Jackson, NJ 08527

❏ Book Sales
  Participate in our annual book sale - set up, selling, 
breakdown, sorting book donations during the rest of the 
year.

❏ Hospitality
  Provide refreshments for select programs. Baking not a 
requirement. President will contact you with details.

❏ Membership
  Participate in membership drives and renewal program. 
Make personal visits to potential Business Sponsors.

❏ Publicity/Outreach
  Visit local community organizations to promote the Library 
and the Friends. Maximize donation opportunities for groups 
and individuals.

❏ Fundraising
  Participate in a major annual fundraising event as well as 
smaller events throughout the year.

❏ Social Media
  Manage social media accounts for the Friends to promote the 
Library, reading, and the Friends organization.

❏ Newsletter
  Contribute to the writing and editing of the Friends quarterly 
newsletter.

❏ Other - Please let us know what skills or strengths you 
might have to offer us!      
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
________________________________________

Please indicate your interest in joining one or more of the Friends committees:



PLEASE SUPPORT OUR LOCAL BUSINESS SPONSORS!
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Your Business Card Here
Become a Business

Sponsor today!
Email us for more information at 

FriendsofJacksonLibrary@gmail.co
m 


