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Library Dims in Summer, but Staff Shines 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 The weekend before the 4th of July this summer, a 

bolt of lightning knocked out the transformer in front of 

the library, dimming the new electronic billboard, and 

knocking out the library air conditioning unit. 

 It couldn’t have happened at a worse time. The 

following week is historically the busiest of the year, 

with an island winter population of about 10,000 

exploding twentyfold to 200,000 during Independence 

Week. Add to that a heat and humidity wave that lasted 

well into September and a busy schedule of library 

programs, including many geared toward children, and 

the situation might have been a disaster. 

 The saving grace?  The stalwart job done by the 

library staff, reported Branch Librarian Toni Smirniw. “It 

was really difficult both for our patrons and our people, 

but everyone on our staff stepped up to the challenge.  

We were able to dress in more comfortable clothes and 

dim the lights during the day to cut down on the heat 

inside the building. But it was still hot.” 

 The LBI Library also went “old school” for several 

weeks as electric fans of all sizes were strategically 

placed throughout the library by the library’s Facilities 

crew. 

 “The professionals on our library staff did a great 

job in spite of very difficult circumstances,” Bernadette 

Callanan, Friends’ President said. “Our library had to 

close twice in the past six years: once right after the 

evacuation post-Sandy, and then in 2014, when the 

library’s roof had to be replaced. This time, we were 

able to keep the library open through the sweltering 

heat, thanks to the dedicated staff.” 

 
 

 

 

 

  Open House Marks Friends Week 

 The Annual Open House, sponsored by the Friends of the Island Library, will take place on Sunday, 

October 21 from 2:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. in the meeting room of the Long Beach Island Branch of the 

Ocean County Library. 

 The reception at the library, located at 217 S. Central Ave. in Surf City, will begin at 2 p.m. and 

include refreshments. A performance by Flavian, the Mind Reader, will begin at 2:45 p.m. Attendees do 

not have to register for the reception, but do have to sign up for the Flavian performance. The meeting 

room seats a maximum of 75 people; please call the library at (609) 494-2480 to secure your 

reservation. 

 Flavian has many years of experience presenting programs to businesses, seniors and library  

 

 
groups. Friends Program Chair Linda Feaster attended a performance by Flavian in January.  “I thought his whole presentation 

was interesting, entertaining, and intriguing,” Feaster remembered. “People will definitely be entertained and fascinated by it.” 

 There will also be a silent auction of items donated by local businesses, with proceeds going to the Friends of the Island 

Library. In addition, Friends membership dues for 2019 ($5 single; $10 family) will be accepted. 

 

Editor’s Note:  On Friday, 

October 5, the electronic 

sign unexpectedly came 

back to life after some nifty 

software work by Karen 

Kierst, Principal Library 

Assistant at the LBI Branch, 

and hardware replacement 

by OCL’s Facilities Dept.. 

Though the sign would 

alternate between being off 

and on that Friday, it is 

currently (pun intended) 

working. The library’s air 

conditioning system 

returned to full service in 

early September. 

 

Membership Jump 

 Ann Barkey, Membership co-Chair, reported that 38 new Friends of the Island Library memberships were added in the first 9 

months of 2018. “I’m heartened by the response to this 2018 membership campaign.” Co-Chair Susan Lovell agreed, “It’s a sign that 

residents see the value in supporting the fine programs and initiatives that the Friends provide the community.” 

 Barkey also reported 7 “revived” memberships, which are those that had lapsed more than 3 years before rejoining the Friends.  

She added that 266 people are currently Friends members. 

 “In addition, 11 community businesses and organizations support us with a higher level of financial giving, a 27% increase in that 

level of membership from 2017,” Lovell noted. 

 Friends members are becoming more comfortable with the digital deliverance of data, statistics show. “Seventy-five percent of our 

membership provided an email address so we can keep them up-to-date with notifications about programs and other information,” 

Barkey said. “Also, about a third of our membership has requested to receive The Report, our quarterly newsletter, by email.” 

 

Library customers and staff were big 

fans of big fans. 



 
Gangsters vs Taxmen 

 Mel Gudknecht, a Special Agent for the Intelligence 

Division of the IRS, will speak on Working the Edge at 

the LBI Library on Saturday, October 27 at 1:00 p.m. 

Gudknecht‘s memoir, Working the Edge, describes his 

time working for the Organized Crime Task Force in is 

battle against organized crime and corrupt unions. In 

his 26 years in law enforcement, Gudknecht was the 

recipient of special achievement awards and 

commendations for his work. This program is 

sponsored by the Friends of the Island Library. 

World War II Remembered 
 Nick Venturella made sure that the time he served in 

Germany during World War II would be remembered, so 

he entrusted his photos, letters, and a narrative of his 

life to his granddaughter, Gina Maguire, MMSW, LSW of 

Stockton University. Maguire compiled them into his 

memoir, titled It Was Fate: A War, A Massacre, A 

Romance. 

 Maguire will present the Veteran’s Day program, 

sponsored by Friends of the Library, on Thursday, 

November 8 at 11:00 a.m. Artifacts of Venturella’s time in 

the European Theatre will be displayed. 

 
Painted Poetry Gains Staying Power 

 Since 2014, the Island Library has hosted Painted 

Poetry, an interactive media initiative that links the 

written word with the visual arts. Each August, the 

show attracts a packed house to the reading in the 

library’s meeting room. 

 
 

 This year, Painted Poetry V achieved special 

recognition. Branch Librarian Toni Smirniw confirmed 

that the Painted Poetry exhibit would stay on the 

meeting room walls for both August and September. 

“The exhibit is unique in that it brings two media 

together in a study of life,” said Smirniw. “It mirrors the 

library’s role as a community gathering place to present 

the arts in all their diversity to our customers and 

deserves two months to exhibit.” 

 Painted Poetry V also saw the debut of a softcover 

book highlighting all the work displayed at the 2018 

exhibit – 16 artists and 16 poets. In appreciation of the 

efforts of the Friends of the Island Library to promote 

the Painted Poetry series, the poets and writers donated 

a copy of the book, to the Friends. The volume, titled 

Painted Poetry V: 2018 Exhibit, is also available through 

amazon.com. 

 Poet Richard Morgan and artist Carol Freas 

administer their respective talents. “We love being in the 

library,” Morgan said. “The interaction between poetry 

and art has been a part of Western Civilization since the 

ancient Greeks. What better place to examine these 

connections than this meeting place, the agora of 

modern times, the local library.” 

 “The LBI library is the hub of our community,” Freas 

said. “Spokes from that hub go in all directions to all 

visitors to the library, and the LBI library reflects this 

diverse mission in its programming.”  

 

Kristen Adds Life to Library 

 Kristen Crepezzi, you can exhale now.  Summer is 

over. Young year-rounders and vacationers alike are 

back in school, after a busy LBI Library summer. The 

library’s Children and Teen Services Librarian exudes 

enthusiasm rather than exhaustion as she looks back at 

the last few months. 

 “My first summer went really well,” Crepezzi recalled. 

“It was busy. We had 28 programs in July along and 

these drew 800 people in all. Our young visitors reacted 

well to our Libraries Rock! reading program. Several of 

our grade school readers finished more than 100 books 

this summer. 

 “In addition, we had a high level of service from our 

middle-school and high-school volunteers,” she noted. 

“Our 20 volunteers completed more than 200 hours of 

community service. 

 “The library is a great place to be involved,” Crepezzi 

added. A 2018 graduate of Rutgers University with a 

Master of Informational Services degree, this lifelong 

patron of libraries discovered how libraries support their 

communities, and that being a librarian was a way she 

could do the meaningful work she sought.  

 Though Kristen enjoys interacting with people of all 

ages, she especially loves working with teenagers. “It’s 

hard to be a teenager on LBI,” Crepezzi, a graduate of 

Southern Regional, said. “Most of your school-related 

social life happens on the mainland. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 “I hope to make two Wednesday nights a month 

devoted to programs for teens,” Crepezzi said. Her ideas 

include paint parties, working with therapy dogs, and 

do-it-yourself craft projects. 

 “Kristen has been a great addition to our team,” 

Branch Librarian Toni Smirniw said. “She brings new 

energy, not only to the children and teens who use the 

library, but also to our staff. And with the StoryWalks® 

and PJ Parties this summer, she gave our library 

significant outreach exposure to the community.” 

 

Richard Morgan and Carol Freas teamed up poets and painters. 

Book Sale Days 
The final two-day book sale of 2018 will take place on Friday, 

November 2, and Saturday, November 3 in the library meeting 

room. A great selection of books for great prices.  All book 

sales benefit the Friends of the Island Library. 


